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President’s Corner by Kathy Nelson

  June 2018 Newsletter

On behalf of our new WNIM Board, we extend our heartfelt 
thanks to our outgoing officers, committee leads and commit-
tee members from 2017/2018. Special thanks goes out to Peg 
O’Donoghue and Laurel Mineard who, upon Kim Lund’s (incom-
ing President) relocation, took on new roles as President and 
Treasurer, respectively, for our club. Both did an outstanding 
job of jumping into their roles, leading us to a very success-
ful year with new ideas and strategic direction. And, thanks 
to Nancy Gunder, outgoing Past President, for her insightful 
leadership during the year. Peg will transition to Past Presi-
dent, continuing to serve on the 2018/2019 Board of Directors. 
The Executive Board will include Ann Crabb (transitioning from 
Hostess committee lead to Treasurer), Paula Primm (transition-
ing from Secretary to Vice President), Betty Cohen elected to 
Secretary and myself, transitioning from VP to President. We 
are so happy to have leadership continuation from the past 
year for all of our committee leads, with Deb Snyder added as 
Hostess committee lead. Thank you to all of these wonderful 
ladies for volunteering their time, leadership and dedication, 
again for 2018/2019.

Your Board spent the morning of May 15 on-boarding new 
committee members and beginning to plan out our 2018/2019 
year. There will be plenty of opportunities for our general 
membership to get involved in our events, so I encourage 
you to raise your hand and/or say yes as we solicit for help 
throughout the year. It’s never too early or too late to get 
involved with WNIM. 

Please take the time to read this newsletter as it contains 
pertinent information on summer events as well as changes to 
our renewal process that we anticipate happening in August. 
Our club is 572 members strong with 59 Interest Groups for 
you to participate in. I’ve learned how much it takes to keep 
this club running…insurance, financials, scheduling, websites, 
monthly luncheon planning and execution, newsletter publica-
tion, program coordination, service project fund-raising, 
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We have over 55 active Interest Groups (IG).  If you would like to join a group, contact the IG 
chair to get on their email distribution list for current updates and plans for activities!! If you 
want to start a new IG, contact Paula Primm and she can help you get started! 

A listing of all of our Interest Groups with more information can be found on our website, 
in your directory or in the Interest Group listing that is sent out 2x a year (most recent in 
February).  Questions?  Contact the Interest Group Chair(s) or VP Paula Primm at See Inter-
est Groups  to access website.

Non Fiction Book Group: 3rd Tuesday, has openings for new members.  Contact Jan Blakeslee at 
janhb39@gmail.com for the booklist (8 month) and to sign up!!

Not Just Wine and Cheese is seeking a leader/co-leaders/tri-leaders for the 2018/2019 year.  
Responsible for finding a volunteer host house and getting the supply of paper products and 
glasses to that house for the evening, as well as getting the notice in the newsletter.  Contact 
Debbie Wise dwise52@charter.net for more info. Debbie will also “guide” the new leaders.  
NOTE: If we do not identify a new leader, our last Not Just Wine and Cheese event will 
be May 18, 2018. 

Golf Subs Needed For This Season.  We play Thursday mornings at Glenway in Madison, May-
August.  Subs are needed most weeks with no long term commitments. Play if you are available 
when called.  Please contact Kelly-Anne Robert karobert@charter.net to sign up to sub.  

Interest Groups at a Glance

Who’s New hosted a Mahjong Tournament on a very snowy April 18th at the Eastside Business 
Club. This was a social and fundraiser for The UW Odyssey Project. Thanks to the tournament 
participants, we were able to raise $1400. 

Who’s New was selected to receive the 2018 ‘Friend of the 
UW Odyssey Project’ Award presented at their Graduation 
Ceremony on Wednesday, May 2nd at the Memorial Union’s 
Great Hall.  Each year they select an individual or organization 
to recognize for exceptional contributions to their program.

As Emily Auerbach, English professor and Director of the 
Odyssey Project stated, “Who’s New definitely jumped 
out as the right choice this year! Your organization has 
warmly embraced our program and has found such mean-
ingful ways each month to support us.” Our organization 
donated non-perishable snacks, food storage and paper 
products, shopped for over 80 children from newborns 
to 18 as part of The Giving Tree, served dinner to 75+ 
students and their children, purchased school supplies for graduation gift bags, and raised cash 
donations through the Fall Hike, Holiday Bazaar, Mahjong Tournament, and the campaign, May 
Plant the Future, that helped support Odyssey Project’s programs.

WNIM President, Peg O’Donoghue, and 
attending members receive Friends of UW 
Odessey Project award.

Thank You from WNIM Service Project Committee
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Luncheons
Barbara Foster, 608-203-8010
foster8434@prodigy.net

Committee:
Debbie Wallace, Belinda Wison,
Katie Heling, Susan Harkens-
Shifflett

Membership/Directory
Sally Falk, 770-0115
sjfalk46@gmail.com

Judy Walahoski, 515-238-4792
judewalahoski@gmail.com

New Member Coffee/Cocktail
Kathy Condit, 241-2666
kathycondit@yahoo.com

Committee:
Diane Higby, Janet Pawelski, 
Karen Watson-Newlin, Sue 
Bishop

Newsletter
Liz Freitick, 438-2988
efreitick@gmail.com

Website:
Open

Programs
Gail Green, 509-6214
gailkgreen@gmail.com

Pam Benish, 756-9283
pbenish625@gmail.com

Committee: 
Debbie Wise, Marge 
Kostichka, Paula Hanna

Service Project
Sue Ciurczak,467-2267
sjvaciurczak@gmail.com

Diane Wiersema, 837-3080
dutch5@charter.net

Committee:
Patti Bavlnka, Genevieve 
Murtaugh, Nicola Davis

Past President
Peg O’Donoghue, 217-649-7210
pegodonoghue@gmail.com

If you have a change of address or email or phone number, please contact Membership and
 Directory. For a copy of the Who’s New Board Minutes, contact the Secretary.

President
Kathy Nelson, 269-208-8257
katnels59@gmail.com

Vice President
Paula Primm, 404-229-7455
paulalprimm@gmail.com

Secretary
Betty Cohen, 617-447-5412
bettycohen3@gmail.com

Treasurer
Ann Crabb, 848-4662
crabb715@gmail.com

Hostess
Debbie Snyder, 318-1764
debsny1@gmail.com

Jan Miller, 278-7692
jkmdance2003@yahoo.com

Publicity/Archives
Carol Carnine, 833-9642 
carolcar9@yahoo.com

 Committee Members   

 Executive Board

  Who’s New Board Members 2018 – 2019

welcoming our new members, administration of our membership directory data, keeping our 
archives, coordinating each of our 59 interest groups and the list goes on. All of this happens 
through VOLUNTEERISM!!

I wish all of you a happy and safe summer doing what Wisconsinites do during the summer. 
Stay involved in our Interest Groups and activities which truly are the heart and soul of our
organization. I look forward to seeing you at our September 13 luncheon, where we will
highlight our Interest Groups.

  (President’s Corner continued from page 1)



Who’s New in Madison has experienced substantial growth 
over the past few years.  That’s wonderful for any organiza-
tion, however, now that we have over 560 members, we are 
increasingly finding it difficult for our volunteers to handle 
some of the tasks involved to keep everything running 
smoothly.   A special subcommittee of the board has been 
researching how we can use online tools for payments and 
the registration of members, as well as a more interactive 
website for our members.   Your Board of Directors’ goals 
are to make our website user-friendly, informative, safe, 
and to decrease the burden on our volunteers and has ap-
proved some changes to achieve these goals through a new 
redesigned website.  

What you will have to do:

•	 Each member will have to register one time with a self-created user id and password.  
Your user id and password will be how you access the website.

What changes will mean for you:

•	 Membership renewal and luncheon reservations will only be done through the        
website and payments can be made only by debit or credit cards.  You will not incur 
any additional fees nor will we store your payment information.

What won’t change:

•	 Our website will provide easy access to events, interest groups & chairs, photos,  
newsletters, and service project information. 

•	 Interest groups will communicate with their members as they do now (ie: group 
emails, phone calls, sign up genius), but will have the option to reach out through the 
web site.

What help you can count on:

•	 The board is committed to helping with registering & using the website and will send 
communications with detailed information about how to do so.

•	 We will set up group demonstration sessions.

•	 We will make sure there are members from the special interest groups able to help.

•	 We will have ‘tech buddies’ ready to provide extra personal assistance.

What the time line will be:

•	 We expect to start using the new website this August for membership renewals and        	
	 the September luncheon reservation.

Announcing….
The 5 “W’s” of Who’s New Website Redesign
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Not Just Wine and Cheese

We need a leader/co-leader/tri-leaders for 
the 2018-2019 year. We need one or two mem-
bers to be responsible for finding a volunteer 
host house and getting supplies (plastic and 
paper provided by WNIM) to that house for the 
evening. 

NOTE: If we do not identify a new leader, 
our last Not Just Wine and Cheese event will 
be May 18, 2018. Contact Debbie dwise52@
charter.net for more info. Debbie will also help 
“guide” you as leader. 

Weekend Biking 
The Weekend Biking group is getting 
geared up for the 2018 season.  Our goal 
is to bike once a month, every third 
Sunday, starting May 20th - as long as 
weather permits.  We had to cancel our 
April ride because of nasty weather – so 
we are off to a late start this year.

This group is open to all Who’s New 
members and spouses/partners.  You can 
bike as a single or bring a partner. We 
welcome people of all biking skill levels.

If you wish to join, please email either 
Debbie Wise (dwise52@charter.net) or 
Kathy Dannemiller (kdannemiller@tds.
net); and we will add you to the mailing 
list.

Details of the May 20th bike ride will 
be emailed to Weekend Biking members 
soon.  So, get those bikes tuned up and 
ready to go!

   Legacy Committee
Who’s New is forming a Legacy Commit-
tee. It will a temporary group that will 
meet a few times to cull through the 
club’s 80+ years of photos, records, etc. 
and determine what should be saved and 
how it should be retained.  

If you are interested in lending a hand, 
contact WNIM Archivist, Carol Carnine at 
carolcar9@yahoo.com.

New Member Cocktail Party
We are having a New Member Cocktail 
Party Wednesday, June 20 from 5:00 to 
7:30 PM at Kathy Condit’s home at 4101 
Monona Dr., Unit 301.

It’s an opportunity to meet other new 
members and some board members. A 
chance to learn about the organization, 
the many and varied Interest Groups and 
other activities available in Who’s New in 
Madison. 

We will be sending out an email invita-
tion to the new members soon. Please 
contact Kathy Condit at 241-2666 if we 
missed you and you are interested in at-
tending.
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HELP WANTED - To ensure the privacy of 
members’ personal data 
Who’s New will collect and shred old 
directories.  We are looking for a volunteer 
to do the following:

•	 Put out a box to collect old WNIM 
•	 directories at the September, October, 

and November luncheons.  
•	 Store them until you or a board mem-

ber can bring them to a community 
shredding event.  

Contact Gail Green, gailkgreen@gmail.
com, 608-509-6214.
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	 Meet a Member					           Sue Spitz

Sue Spitz grew up in the 
North Shore communities of 
Chicago. She attended UW 
Madison majoring in English 
and Spanish. She met her hus-
band, Mike, who worked as a 
waiter in her dorm. Following 
graduation they joined the 
Peace Corps and spent two 
years in Turkey. 

That whetted Sue’s desire 
to travel. She combined her 
trips and the family’s moves 
with learning and volunteer 
work. They traveled to Af-
rica to observe wildlife on 
safaris, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Australia and Tasmania. Mike 
bought a car in Germany and 
they spent weeks traveling 
throughout Europe.

They lived in Glencoe, North-
brook and Evanston, Illinois, 
where they started their fam-
ily, three sons and a daughter. 
They moved to the Verona 
area in1994.  Mike started 
a printing business in Mazo-
manie. Sue spent their years 
there as Personnel Manager. 
After 14 years they moved to 
Chicago for a year and on to 
Door County. From 2007 to 
2016 Sue was involved in a 
variety of jobs and volunteer 
work in Door County. She was 
a teacher’s aide in Sturgeon 

Bay teaching ELL. And she 
taught English through group 
conversation with Spanish 
speaking partners. She volun-
teered at Ridges Sanctuary, a 
wildlife area, and baked pies 
at Sweetie Pies in Fish Creek 
where.

Sue moved to Madison in 2016 
and was introduced to Who’s 
New by Dottie Schoenke. Her 
membership created a host of 
new friends and opportunities 
in the Madison area. She hiked, 
joined the Memoir Writing 
Group, Diversity in Madison 
and plays Pickleball.

It was at a Diversity in Madi-
son meeting that she heard 
Tami Fleming speak. Tami is 
now the Director of Volun-
teers at the Beacon Homeless 
Day Shelter. Sue responded 
to a call for volunteers at the 
shelter and on the following 
Sunday she and Mike showed 
up to offer their help. Sue 
says it was a revelation to 
observe so many in need of 
the very basic necessities of 
life. The first day she was as-
signed to the showers where 
she handed out towels, soaps 
and personal care items, sent 
clothes to the laundry and 
had a chance to converse 
with the neediest of our city.

Sue and Mike were hooked. 
She now serves as a Volun-
teer Coach and Mike drives 
the Beacon Van and is “the 
kitchen’s classiest dish wash-
er”. Sue’s enthusiasm has 
sparked interest among her 
WN friends. Many of whom 
are now volunteers at Bea-
con. Sue says volunteers are 
needed for all jobs, especially 
those that work with fami-
lies where she sees mothers 
overwhelmed by life and 
children who spend nights at 
shelters. At the same time 
that Sue sees desperation she 
also experiences hope due 
to the Beacon’s services. If 
you are interested in more 
information, Sue asks that 
you contact her directly at 
suespitz43@gmail.com.

In addition to her work at 
the Beacon, Sue also shares 
a passion for reading, cook-
ing and learning Spanish. But 
most of all she sees Madison 
as a platform for change.

Sees Madison as a Platform for Change



Who’s New members and their guests are invited to 
purchase tickets for a variety of Overture Center 
performances at reduced Group Ticket prices.  By 
purchasing as a group we have priority seating before 
tickets go on sale to the general public. 

Notice: The Overture Center has indicated that group tickets will not be available for 
Hamilton in the 2019-2020 season.  If you want guaranteed seats for Hamilton you 
should purchase the Broadway Series tickets yourself to assure that you will get Ham-
ilton tickets.

Ticket purchases must be received by June 28, 2018.  Checks should be payable to 
Debbie Wise and sent to 14 Saint Andrews Circle, Madison, WI 53717.  Include a self-
addressed stamped envelop with your order.  Only one envelope is needed for your entire 
order.  Tickets will be mailed to you in late July or early August.Feel free to pass this 
along to any Who’s New members you feel would be interested.  Please let me know if 
you have any questions.Thanks.			   Debbie 

 		
						      Broadway Shows

			         All tickets, $70.50, which is about a 30% discount.
		        All shows, Sundays – 6:30pm -  Seats will be in the Circle Level
 

Something Rotten – October 14
School of Rock – November 25
Finding Neverland – January 13
King and I – March 3

				    Overture Presents Shows 

All seats on the main level or upper orchestra –These tickets are at a 10% discount.

Whitney Houston – Friday, August 10th – 7:30 pm – Overture Hall $49.50
Who’s Live Anyway – Thursday, October 4th – 7:30pm – Overture Hall $ 49.50
Simon and Garfunkel – Saturday, November 3rd – 2:00 pm – Capital Theater $54.50
Wild Kratts Live – Saturday, November 10th – 4:30 pm – Capital Theater $43.50
Second City – Saturday, December 1st – 8:00 pm – Capital Theater $40.50
Abba Mania – Saturday, February 2nd -  8:00 pm – Overture Hall $49.50
Rock of Ages – Thursday, February 7th – 7:30 pm – Overture Hall $76.50
Church Basement Ladies – Saturday, March 23-  2:00pm - Capital Theater $45.50

Miss Saigon – April 7
A Bronx Tale – May 19
Anastasia – August 4

Page 7



(Gail Green, continued from page 7)

Page 8

Susan Harkness-Shifflett
434-996-9563
18 Loon Ln
Madison, WI  53717
serendipitybysue@gmail.com

Rita McGovern (Terry)
608-770-5582
17 Apostle Island
Madison, WI  53719
rita@mcgovernandsons.com

Kate Dike (Fred)
608-509-5204
2613 Waltham Rd
Madison, WI  53711
kate.dike@wisc.edu

Susan Spitz (Mike)
608-215-1092
8850 Blackhawk Rd #404
Middleton, WI  53562
From Door County
suespitz43@gmail.com

Mary Chasco (Mark)
920-850-9307
1335 Hidden Valley Rd
Verona, WI  53593
chascomm@gmail.com

Ellen Ermer
480-229-0442
2045 Atwood Ave. #305
Madison, WI  53704
ellen_ermer@yahoo.com

Members Not Listed in the Directory

Eugenia Beecher (James)
663-0143
501 Toepher Ave
Madison, WI 53711
Joined 2004 From Ohio
egbeecher@gmail.com

Lynne Roark (David)
608-219-8975
3915 Timber Ln
Verona, WI 53593
Joined 2010
lroark55@yahoo.com

Jo Simons
608-442-0519 (608-772-1522)
5738 Williamsburg Way
Fitchburg, WI 53719
Joined 2016
jokat@tds.net 

Mary G. Phillips (James)
608-213-9318
109 N Rosa Rd
Madison, WI 53705
Joined 2016
mgphill@rocketmail.com

Pam Sweeney
278-8701
5631 Longford Terr Apt #105
Fitchburg, WI 53711
Joined 1991 From Deerfield, IL
psweeney@chorus.net

Kate Blood
608-334-4755
222 Nygard St
Madison, WI 53713
Joined 2017
katemtblood@gmail.com

Shelley Weltman (Bob)
513-739-0521 
9908 Shining Willow St.
Middleton, WI  53562
New from Florida
weltman5050@gmail.com

Libby Theune (Tom)
719-648-5284
10 Prairie Edge Way
Madison, WI  53711
etheune@gmail.com

Natalie Murphy
650-520-1327
2929 Atwood Ave., #211
Madison, WI  53704
From California
nmurphy1117@gmail.com

Ellen Kalwitz (Thomas)
920-680-5502
142 Acewood Blvd
Madison, WI  53714
From Appleton
elkalwitz@gmail.com

Jill Westberg  (Jim)
630-254-0825 
7806 Copper Leaf Trail
Madison, WI  53719
From Lake Geneva
jillwestberg@gmail.com

Sue Becker
608-320-0993
2109 Sommers Ave
Madison, WI  53704
From Madison
sue.l.becker@gmail.com

Renewals    Joined in 2017



Patti Sander  (Rob)
414-218-3930 
6301 Offshore Dr. #210
Madison, WI  53705
From Milwaukee 
patti.sander@gmail.com

Carolyn Miller
425-903-2807
5314 Odana Rd #305
Madison, WI  53711
From Naples, FL
camiller_1@msn.com

Terry Lichtenfelt
317-989-9712
3091 Barrington Hills Ct.
Fitchburg, WI  53711
From Indianapolis 
tslichtenfelt@gmail.com

Chantal Ferraro
516-456-5855
5314 Odana Rd, Unit 210
Madison, WI  53711
From St. Louis 
CF11561@aol.com

Jo Bartley
312-504-0048
1301 School Street #103
Sun Prairie, WI  53590
From Chicago
jbartley@himss.org

Members Not Listed in the Directory
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Natalie Murphy
650-520-1327
2929 Atwood Ave #211
Madison, WI 53704
From California
nmurphy1117@gmail.com

Merriel Kruse
608-332-3983
5506 Varsity Hill
Madison, WI  53705
merrielk@gmail.com

Leanne Nielsen
571-278-1711 
2510 Waltham Rd
Madison, WI  53711
From St. Louis, MO 
nadsma2@gmail.com

Mary Lindstrom  (Mark)
608-217-5044 
1105 Van Buren Street
Madison, WI  53711
mary.jth@gmail.com

Judy Robertson (Gerald)
913-624-4755
1416 Parmenter
Middleton, WI  53562
rzrbk1981@gmail.com

Alice Bronstad
414-517-2174
7832 E. Oakbridge Way
Madison, WI  53717
From Milwaukee 
alice.bronstad@gmail.com

Lisa K. Kinnunen
608-436-6549
9225 Crosswinds Lane #302
Verona, WI  53593
liisaker@hotmail.com

Susanne Oliver
479-263-2447
422 N. Few St
Madison, WI  53703
From Oregon 
suzoli@gmail.com

Vicki Gustafson
608-228-7511 (Cell)
2750 Tower Hill Dr
Fitchburg, WI  53711
From Madison 
rdm8ts@sbcglobal.net

Denise Cariski  (James)
608-698-1611 (Cell)
5027 Marathon Dr
Madison, WI  53705
From Madison 
dmcaris@sbcglobal.net

Cindy Fogle
608-289-8493
822 E. Washington Ave #1032
Madison, WI 53703
From Beloit
clfogle@gmail.com

Rhonda Shapiro
608-279-1712
3217 Conservancy Lane
Middleton, WI  53562
rhondashapiro@hotmail.com

Diane Galarneau
4644 Willow Pass
Oregon, WI  53575
dkgalarneau@gmail.com
608-695-3188

Jami Phillips  (Sean)
608-358-7284
3814 Sycamore Avenue
Madison, WI  53714
xenamom67@gmail.com

   Joined in 2017

   Joined in 2018



Anne Brasier
409-771-5244
5033 St. Anne’s Dr.
Middleton, WI  53597
Moved from Galveston, TX 
abrasier2@gmail.com

Jean Bisenius (Nick)
608-220-8360
35 Patrick Way
Fitchburg, WI . 53711
Many years in Madison
jean.bisenius@gmail.com

Ellen Sweeney
920-284-6542
137 E Wilson Street, #1211
Madison, WI  53703
Moved from New London, WI 
ellensweeney2@gmail.com

Margaret “Gretchen” Byfield
608-445-9511
4534 S. Hill Ct
Deforest, WI  53532-1704
gb@uwalumni.com

Ann Conroy
608-772-6957
306 Blue Ridge
Madison, WI  53703
annjconroy@gmail.com

Barbara White
402-203-9440 
7224 Elmwood Ave
Middleton, WI  53562
blwhite2@me.com

Georgia Wagner
608-277-8881
4834 Sherwood Rd
Madison, WI  53711-1342
gwagner@wisc.edu

Barbara Boyer (Jim)
608-286-9485
360 W. Washington #515
From Chicago
Madison, WI 53703

Lori Millet  (William)
281-799-2067
333 W Mifflin St #1260
Madison, WI  53703
From Houston
millet.lori@gmail.com

Marsha Janota
608-442-7676
5307 Winnequah Rd
Monona, WI 53716
marshflowr@gmail.com

Members Not Listed in the Directory
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